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BUNBURY — TOP TOURISM TOWN AWARD 

Statement by Minister for Tourism 

DR E. CONSTABLE (Churchlands — Minister for Tourism) [9.05 am]: As Minister for Tourism, I am 
pleased to inform the house that a number of recent developments are combining to reinvigorate Bunbury as a 
tourist destination. It is fair to say that the stars are now aligning for tourism in the region. As members may 
know, last week Bunbury was named this year’s GWN Top Tourism Town. This highly sought after and 
prestigious award, which this year celebrated its twentieth anniversary, is run by the Visitor Centre Association 
of Western Australia. It is designed to recognise the outstanding efforts made by regional towns throughout the 
state to attract and welcome visitors. 

There were a record number of nominations, with 20 towns putting forward high-quality applications. But 
Bunbury, with its great mix of tourist attractions, unique natural assets and history, was a deserving choice for 
the Top Tourism Town. Most importantly, Bunbury is demonstrating a solid commitment to continually 
enhancing its appearance, facilities and services for locals and visitors. For those who have not visited Bunbury 
lately, I am sure that they will be impressed by the changes that have occurred in recent times with the heritage-
listed silos development, the newly developed Koombana waterfront, new tourist accommodation and attraction 
facilities, and quality restaurants and cafes. The Bunbury waterfront has established itself as a vibrant centre 
where people can meet, stay and do business. Bunbury is well known for a number of ecotourism experiences, 
especially the dolphins of Koombana Bay and the Dolphin Discovery Centre. Last Sunday I had the pleasure of 
officially opening the new discovery pool, which will be the new home for an array of marine creatures. The 
opening comes just in time for the start of the dolphin season, which commences in a week and will again be 
hugely popular. 

This government recognises the importance of continually refreshing the state’s tourism products to encourage 
return visitation and, as a result, the Dolphin Discovery Centre recently secured nearly $330 000 from the 
royalties for regions program to kick-start the redevelopment of this attraction. Bunbury has long benefited from 
being recognised as the gateway to the Margaret River region. However, now, thanks to the opening of the new 
Forrest Highway, it is also on the doorstep of the greater Perth region. By cutting the travelling time, the new 
highway will encourage more people to take day trips, weekends away and mid-week short breaks in the area. In 
the first week of the highway’s opening, around 130 000 people used this new access route to travel to Bunbury. 
Given these improvements over the past few years, it was vital to develop a position and brand for Bunbury that 
reflects its transition into an attractive, vibrant regional city, and its tag line “You should see us now!” is fitting. I 
applaud the people of Bunbury for their vision, commitment and hard work in improving the city’s tourism 
potential. 

In closing, I again congratulate Bunbury on its well-deserved win as Top Tourism Town. I am sure that the 
community will reap the benefits long into the future. 
 


